CARTEL

CHROMA

(THE MILITIA GROUP)
WILL PUGH - (VOCALS)
NIC HUDSON - (GUITAR)
KEVIN SANDERS - (DRUMS)
RYAN ROBERTS - (BASS)
JOSEPH PEPPER - (GUITAR)

THEY BURN SO BRIGHT

CARTEL SEES THEMSELVES AS MINSTRELS OF
THEIR DAY, OFFERING SONGS ABOUT LIFE
AND LOVE THAT HAVE ALWAYS CAPTURED
THE HUMAN SOUL. ISSUING A CHALLENGE TO
THEIR COHORTS, WILL PUGH CALLS OUT “POP
PUNK TODAY ISN'T GOING ANYWHERE- LET'S
MAKE SOME MOVES.” WITH THEIR NEW ALBUM
‘“CHROMA,” CARTEL DEFINITELY MAKES SOME
BIG MOVES IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.

HAVING TOURED ACROSS THE US MULTIPLE
TIMES, WITHAWIDELY ENJOYED, SELF-RELEASED
EP CARTEL QUICKLY GARNERED A DEVOTED
AND NOTICEABLY GROWING FAN BASE WITH
A REPUTATION FOR BEING ONE OF THE MOST
FUN, GENUINE, TALENTED BANDS AROUND.
WHEN ALTERNATIVE PRESS COMPILED THEIR
2005 LIST OF “BANDS YOU NEED TO KNOW,
YOU BET YOUR BOOTS THAT CARTEL WAS ON
THAT LIST. THE BAND'S “RANSOM” EP WAS A
HIT WITH FANS EVERYWHERE, AND WHAT
THE BAND HAS ACHIEVED WITH ‘CHROMA’
IS THE RESULT OF HARD WORK, INTUITION,
AND GREAT SYNERGY BETWEEN OLD FRIENDS.
CARTEL HAS ONLY BEEN A BAND FOR A FEW
SHORT YEARS, BUT THE BAND'S MEMBERS
HAVE KNOWN EACH OTHER FOR WELL OVER
A DECADE. THIS RECORD SOUNDS LIKE AN
INSPIRED BAND WHO ARE UNAFRAID TO BE
INQUISITIVE IN THEIR SONG CRAFT AND
RECORDING. IT DOESN'T STRAY FAR FROM
THEIR TRUE SOUND, BUT AT THE VERY SAME
TIME SOARS MUCH HIGHER AND DRAGS
ALONG WITH IT NOTICEABLE INFLUENCES
FROM THE BAND’'S LOVE FOR BANDS THEIR
PARENTS LISTENED TO. IN THE SONG ANSWER
WILL PUGH FOUND OUT WHERE A LOT OF HIS
INSPIRATION CAME FROM AND TIPS HIS HAT
TO BRIAN WILSON. “CHROMA” REFLECTS THE
BAND'S ABILITY AND DESIRE TO WRITE TIMELESS
SONGS WITH GENUINE SUBJECT MATTER AND
CLASSIC NATURE IN THE MODERN WORLD OF
THE BENIGN AND COLD. THE BAND ATTEMPTS
TO TAKE A STEP INTO THE SAME BALLPARK
AS THE STAID RECORDS OF THEIR PARENT'S
GENERATION THAT INSPIRE FOR GENERATIONS
TO COME.

WHILE “CHROMA” IS NOT A CONCEPT ALBUM,
THE ALBUM WAS BUILT AS A COHESIVE PIECE.
HONESTLY, SETTLE DOWN, AND IF I FAIL ARE

SPECIFIC EXAMPLES AMONG MANY OF SONGS
INSPIRED BY ACOMMON, FERVENT SEARCH FOR
LOVE AND TRUTH WITH BECKONING LYRICS
AND A POP TINGE. SETTLE DOWN CONTAINS
THE DARKER UNDERTONES OF THE THREE,
AND THE ANGST OF YOUNG LOVE WITH HOPE
OF LESSONS LEARNED. IT'S NOT SO MUCH POP
PUNK ANYMORE FOR THE ATLANTA BOYS, BUT
MORE POP ROCK, NOW LADEN WITH MORE
ALT ROCK TINGES AND TWISTS. WHERE BANDS
IN THE SIXTIES BROUGHT ROCK ‘N ROLL OUT
OF THE DRAB SINGLES FORMAT- CARTEL HAS
A NEW DIRECTION AND VISION FOR THEIR
MUSIC, BRINGING SURPRISE AND INTRIGUE.
‘CHROMA” OFFERS PLENTY OF SURPRISES WHILE
REMAINING CULTURALLY RELEVANT AND
FRESH. CARTEL HAS OPENED THEIR MINDS TO
NEW MUSICAL POSSIBILITIES THAT CHALLENGE
THEIR PEERS TO ACHIEVE SOMETHING MORE.
THE BAND BRINGS THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
IN ACCESSIBILITY AND ARTISTRY. ‘CHROMA’
ALSO REVEALS WILL PUGH’S DEEP THOUGHTS
AND PHILOSOPHICALQUESTIONING THROUGH
BRIGHT MELODIES THAT STAY IN YOUR HEAD
ALL DAY LONG. THEIR COMPELLING GUITAR
ARRANGEMENTS, DRIVING DRUMS, AND
YOUTHFUL ENERGY RIVAL MORE SEASONED
ARTISTS AND NATURALLY INVOKE ATTENTION.

CARTELMESH LOUD, BOMBASTICGUITARS WITH
PRETTY MELODIES AND ROCK ARRANGEMENTS
WITH AN ACUTE SENSE OF POP SONGWRITING.
THE BAND STARTED OUT AS A GUILTY PLEASURE
FOR MANY- WHO ARE NOW DEMANDING
MORE AND MORE. THEIR LP IS EVIDENCE OF
A CREATIVE CONNECTION THAT TRANSCENDS
THE BAND'S RELATIVELY SHORT LIFE.

WWW.THEMILITIAGROUP.COM
WWW.CARTELROCKS.COM
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